
(15th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Genesis 25:19-34; Philippians 3:4-9; Daniel 5 
How best do we take stock of what God has given 
us? 
Beyond simply adding up our blessing inventory, 
how do we decide the value of that inventory? 
What value do we place on our faith?  
Is it worth our life? Hopefully so, because those 
are the stakes. 
God placed such value on us that Christ was the 
price God was willing to pay. What price are we 
willing to pay for salvation? For heaven? For God’s 
Spirit? And what does our living reveal about the 
value we place on our faith in God in Jesus Christ? 
Ultimately, the only real measure of value for our 
faith is Christ himself. And so everything we do in 
the name of our faith, in the face of with what God 
has blessed us, must be measured by how what 
we do serves God’s will, serves Jesus’ hopes for 
us. Whatever we celebrate, let celebrate the value 
God has placed on saving us all. 
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Genesis 25:19-34 
19 These are the descendants of 
Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abraham 
became the father of 
Isaac. 20 Isaac was 40 years old 
when he married Rebekah the 
daughter of Bethuel the 
Aramean and the sister of 
Laban the Aramean, from 
Paddan-aram. 21 Isaac prayed 
to the Lord for his wife, since 
she was unable to have 
children. The Lord was moved 
by his prayer, and his wife 
Rebekah became 
pregnant. 22 But the boys 
pushed against each other 
inside of her, and she said, “If 
this is what it’s like, why did it 
happen to me?”[a] 

So she went to ask 
the Lord. 23 And the Lord said 
to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb; 
        two different peoples will 
emerge from your body. 
One people will be stronger 
than the other; 
    the older will serve the 
younger.” 

24 When she reached the end 
of her pregnancy, she 
discovered that she had twins.

25 The first came out red all 
over, clothed with hair, and she 
named him Esau.26 Immediately 
afterward, his brother came out 
gripping Esau’s heel, and she 
named him Jacob. Isaac was 60 
years old when they were born. 

27 When the young men grew 
up, Esau became an 
outdoorsman who knew how to 
hunt, and Jacob became a 
quiet man who stayed at 
home. 28 Isaac loved Esau 
because he enjoyed eating 
game, but Rebekah loved 
Jacob. 29 Once when Jacob 
was boiling stew, Esau came in 
from the field hungry 30 and 
said to Jacob, “I’m starving! Let 
me devour some of this red 
stuff.” That’s why his name is 
Edom.[b] 

31 Jacob said, “Sell me your 
birthright[c] today.” 
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32 Esau said, “Since I’m going to 
die anyway, what good is my 
birthright to me?” 

33 Jacob said, “Give me your 
word today.” And he did. He 
sold his birthright to 
Jacob. 34 So Jacob gave Esau 
bread and lentil stew. He ate, 
drank, got up, and left, showing 
just how little he thought of his 
birthright. 

Footnotes: 
Genesis 25:22 Heb uncertain 
Genesis 25:30 Or “red” 
Genesis 25:31 Or “oldest son’s 
rights” 

• (v.22) The text says God was 
“moved by his prayer.” This is in 
stark contrast to the commonly 
understood purpose of sacrifice 
(to garner a god’s favor). What do 
you think was motivating God to 
answer Isaac’s prayer? 

• What do you think Esau meant by 
his question (v.32)? Do you think 
he was exaggerating about the 
moment or reflecting on his 
future? Or both? 

• Who or what do you think put 
Jacob up to asking his brother to 
sell his birthright (v.31)? 

Philippians 3:4-16 
4 If anyone else has reason to 
put their confidence in physical 
advantages, I have even more: 

- 5 I was circumcised on the 
eighth day. 

- I am from the people of 
Israel and the tribe of 
Benjamin. 

- I am a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews. 

- With respect to observing 
the Law, I’m a Pharisee. 
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“Nothing so renders 
our real excellences 
vain and puffs them 
away, as to be 
remembering the 
good deeds we have 
done; for this produces 
two evils, it both 
renders us remiss, and 
raises us to 
haughtiness.” 

—St. John Chrysostom, 
Homily XII

WHAT DO YOU THINK?



- 6 With respect to devotion 
to the faith, I harassed the 
church. 

- With respect to 
righteousness under the 
Law, I’m blameless. 

7 These things were my assets, 
but I wrote them off as a loss for 
the sake of Christ. 8 But even 
beyond that, I consider 
everything a loss in comparison 
with the superior value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I 
have lost everything for him, 
but what I lost I think of as 
sewer trash, so that I might gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him. In 
Christ I have a righteousness 
that is not my own and that 
does not come from the Law 
but rather from the faithfulness 
of Christ. It is the righteousness 
of God that is based on faith.  

• Everything seems to lead up to v.
12 and the “inheritance.” Is our 
inheritance worth a lifetime price? 

• What do you think it means to live 
a life “worthy of the Lord”? (v.10) 

• What do you imagine is the 
difference between endurance 
and patience? 

Daniel 5 
This story is worth reading and 
absorbing in its details. Take 
time to find it in your Bible and 
read it in one sitting. After 
reading ask yourself these 
questions: 

• What would God write on your 
wall when measuring you? 

• Is the writing on the wall 
prophecy, future-telling, warning, 
encouragement, or something 
else? 

Reflection on Genesis 
by Juliana Claassens 
http://www.workingpreacher.org/
preaching.aspx?
commentary_id=967 

Our lectionary text for today 
starts with the reference that 
Rebecca was barren, and that 
after her husband Isaac prayed 
for her, she conceived (verse 
21). 
This very brief, one verse 
account, continues the theme 
of the promise threatened and 
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promise fulfilled that runs 
throughout the book of 
Genesis. Moreover, as in the 
instance of Sarah and Abraham, 
the theme of barrenness makes 
a powerful statement with 
regard to the power of God to 
bestow the unexpected gift of 
life in situations of barrenness 
and despair. 

In contrast to the other barren 
women stories in the Bible such 
as Sarah, Hannah and Elizabeth, 
Rebecca's barrenness gets little 
more narrative time than the 
one verse in which she is 
described to be barren in 
addition to having her 
barrenness overcome. 
However, two side references 
regarding the age of Isaac offer 
the careful reader more detail 
about Rebekah's life that has 
been marked by her inability to 
bear a child. In verse 20 it is 
said that Isaac was 40 years old 
when he married Rebecca, and 
in verse 26 it is said that he was 
60 years old when the twins 
were born. One could very 
easily miss this textual detail, 
and yet, these textual details 
indicate a 20 year span of time. 
Twenty years of barrenness, of 
frustration every month when 
Rebecca's period indicates 
once more that pregnancy has 
not occurred. Twenty years of 
failure, shame, and frustration.  
Within this narrative gap a 
number of profound 
perspectives emerge: First, we 
see an impressive example of 
the power of prayer. Isaac 
prays; God grants his prayer 
and Rebecca conceives. This 
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“The believer 
prefers Christ, 

knowing that it is 
better for us to be 

without all 
worldly riches, 
than without 
Christ and his 

word. 
—Matthew Henry

Is this a real choice?



prayerful disposition in a time 
of deep anguish for both 
husband and wife denotes 
trust, and a keen belief that 
God is the One who answers 
prayers and the One who 
opens up the womb of barren 
women (Genesis 29:31; 1 
Samuel 1:19-20). One should 
not forget though that Isaac's 
highly effectual prayer occurs 
somewhere within a 20 year 
timeframe. One could well 
imagine years of unanswered 
prayers before Rebecca finally 
conceived. 

Second, after Isaac's prayer is 
answered and the miracle of 
conception against all odds 
occurred, everything is not 
smooth sailing. This much is 
evident in verse 22 when 
Rebecca seems to be 
experiencing a difficult 
pregnancy, causing her to pray 
to God in anguish. The babies 
are struggling inside of her -- a 
painful reality that foreshadows 
the strife that her offspring will 
know in the rest of the narrative. 
God's answer seems to destine 
two brothers to live a life of 
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“Here we have in a nutshell the entire history of humanity, seen 
from the angle of rivalry. This begins already at the moment of 
birth, for the younger son emerges while tightly grasping his 
older brother’s heel, as if he were trying to get ahead of him. 
This is also, incidentally, a play on words on the name Jacob, 
which contains the word “heel.” The rest of the story emphasizes 
the difference between the two brothers—one is a man of action, 
dynamic, always outdoors, his father’s favorite; the other is a 
thinker, more introverted, staying at home, the darling of his 
mother. The divine promise, however, contains an unexpected 
reversal: the greater will serve the lesser. This is a leitmotiv 
found throughout the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures: God’s 
entry into the world causes an overturning of human values.” 

—The Taizé Community

WHAT DO YOU THINK?



conflict when God reveals to 
Rebecca that she is carrying 
twins, and moreover that the 
older (stronger) brother will be 
subordinate to the younger 
(weaker) brother. This divine 
revelation may explain why 
Rebecca would later side with 
Jacob; the one who before his 
birth already had been chosen 
by God. 
Alternatively, this account may 
be a type of etiological story 
explaining why the brothers 

Jacob and Esau and the nations 
they represent (Israel and 
Edom) are at odds with one 
another. This birth story seems 
to say: They were born fighting. 
We are not told whether 
Rebecca is satisfied with this 
answer; however, the narrative 
gap that omits her response 
could well be filled with all the 
unspoken emotions of mothers 

and other relatives standing 
helpless in the face of violent 
conflict. 
After this incident, the story fast-
forwards to the birth of the 
twins with Esau ("the red one." 
Cf. the description of Esau in 
verse 25 as "reddish"/ 
'Adomi that relates to Edom, 
the nation represented by Esau) 
born first with Jacob closely 
following, grabbing his 
brother's heal (cf. the Hebrew 
word for "heal"/'aqebthat 

relates to Jacob's 
name). This 
characterization of 
Jacob "grabbing" will 
be worked out in more 
detail in the 
subsequent narrative 
when Jacob grabs hold 
of the first born right 
belonging to his 
brother. 

Fast-forwarding again, the 
narrative moves toward the 
classic episode according to 
which Esau sells his firstborn 
right for a bowl of Jacob's lentil 
stew. In this encounter, Esau is 
depicted as a rough man from 
the fields. Moreover, Esau's 
intense hunger suggests that 
his needs have to be fulfilled 
immediately without 
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contemplating the long term 
consequences. 
This portrayal of Esau in a less 
than positive light will be 
continued in the interpretation 
history according to which 
Esau, representing Edom, is 
depicted in increasingly 
negative terms in the prophets 
Obadiah and Malachi (cf. e.g. 
Malachi 1:2c-3a: "Yet I have 
loved Jacob but I have hated 
Esau"). 
One should keep in mind that 
these narratives are told from a 
pro-Jacob/pro-Israel 
perspective. The portrayal of a 
God who sides with the 
powerless, the weak, the 
younger brother, the barren 
woman is moreover a 
theological perspective that 
reveals something of Israel's 
self-understanding as a tiny, 
powerless people who lived in 
the midst of much stronger 
nations -- a reality that became 
even more evident in the run-
up to the exile with 
superpowers who were quite 
able to crush a people like 
Israel without blinking. 
Finally, one should not miss the 
fact that in this narrative, Jacob 
is also not characterized in the 

most favorable of ways. Jacob 
is depicted as "grabbing" his 
brother's firstborn right which 
will be continued in the 
characterization of Jacob as 
trickster that in subsequent 
narratives will mark Jacob's way 
in the world. Not only his 
brother Esau, but also his father 
Isaac and his uncle Laban will 
eventually be outwitted by the 
younger brother. This portrayal 
makes the election of Jacob by 
God all the more remarkable. 
There is nothing is Jacob's 
behavior that deserved God's 
favor -- actually God's favor 
comes in spite of Jacob's 
actions. This line of 
interpretation makes a strong 
case for God's grace -- a God 
who already is involved with 
people in their mother's womb, 
within the very messiness and 
conflict of relationships. 

Additional Thoughts 
• What value do you place on 

what God has done for you? 
How is this expressed in your 
life? 

• Who (it’s really never ‘what’) 
makes anything you do or give 
have value? You or the person 
receiving it? God?
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